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EXDIS

SUBJ: CONVERSATION WITH PRES BHUTTO: PEACE PROSPECT S

REF :  ISLAMABAD  1676 (NOTAL) AND 182 3

1. SUMMARY : B HUTTO IS SEARCHING SOME WAY TO PURSUE

PATH OF PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WITH INDIA . H E IS WILLING TO
GO TO NEW DELHI FOR TALKS WITH PRIMIN GANDHI AFTER INDIA N
TROOPS HAVE LEFT BANGLADESH . HIS INITIAL OBJECTIV E WOULD
BE TO DETERMINE WHETHER GOI IS COMMITTED TO A PEACEFU

L SETTLEMENT ON TER M S THAT WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO P AKIS T A N
. IF FINDING IS POSITIVE, SPECIFIC DETAILS OF SETTLEMENT COUL D

THEN BE WORKED OUT . END SUMMARY .

2. RECENT GOI OFFER TO MEET WITH G OP QTE WITHOU

T PRECONDITIONS UNQTETO DISCUSS OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS CAME U
P DURINGMY DINNER MEETING WITH BHUTTO FEB 24

.
HE SAI

D HE THOUGHT GOI HAD TIMED OFFER TO COINCIDE WITH OPENING O F

US/CHINESE TALKS IN PEKING . HE WOULD NOT REPLY TO I T U N TI L

AFTER PRE S NIXON LEFT CHINA. ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT SEEM TO HAVE MADE UP HIS

MIND JUST HOW TO REACT TO GOI OFFER, BHUTTO GAVE IMPRESSION HE WISHEDTO GO ALONG IN SOME POSITIV

E WAY . HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO EX PLORE THENATURE AND DEPT
H OF GOI COMMITMENT TO A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT THA T WOULD B

E ACCEPTABLE TO PAKISTAN . HE THOUGHT THIS COULD BEST BE DONE BY HIS

HAVING PERSONAL MEETING WITH PRIMIN GANDHI.
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AND HE WAS WILLING TO GO TO NEW DELHI FOR THAT PURPOSE .
HE SAW DIFFICULTIES IN MAKING SUCH VISIT TO DELHI PRIOR T O
EVACUATION FROM BANGLADESH OF REMAINING INDIAN TROOP S,

WHICH NOW SET FOR MARCH 17 .

	

(HE REITERATED EARLIER ST A T EMEN T
TO ME THAT HE REMAINED READY TO MEET WITH MUJIB AT AN Y
TIME IF SUCH MEETING COULD BE HELD WITHOUT PRECONDITION S

I .E . PRIOR GOP RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH .) BHUTTO SAID H E

DID NOT ENVISAGE HIS FIRST MEETING WITH MRS . GANDHI A S

GOING INTO DETAILS OF A SETTLEMENT .

	

IF HE DETERMINED T H A T

INDIAN CONCEPT OF PEACE AND HIS OWN WERE COMPATIBLE, DETAIL S

MIGHT BETTER BE WORKED OUT IN SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS .

3 . I NOTED THAT GOI HAD BEEN SAYING TO US THAT IT WANTE D

TO ARRIVE AT A DURABLE PEACE WITH PAKISTAN THAT WOUL D
ALLOW BOTH' COUNTRIES TO DEVOTE : THEMSELVES INCREASINGLY T O

THEIR IMPORTANT PROGRAMS OF DOMESTIC UPLIFT . I SAID I ASSUME D
THIS WAS ALSO THE GOAL OF PAKISTAN, AND WE HOPED IT WOUL D

BE ACHIEVED . BHUTTO SAID IT WAS NECESSARY TO HAVE PEAC E

AND HE RECALLED HIS EMOTIONAL STATEMENT TO ME LAST SUMME R

THAT HE NO LONGER CONSIDERED CONFRONTATION WITH INDIA TO BE

A VALID POLICY . HE HOPED GOI WOULD RECOGNIZE MANY PROBLEM S

HE FACES AS HE SEEKS TO MOVE TOWARD DURABLE PEACE. AC K

NOWLEDGING THAT GOI MAY SEEK BOTH RECTIFICATIONS AND INTE

RNATIONALIZATION

OF-CEASEFIRE LINE IN KASHMIR, HE SAID THE S

E WILLPRESENT DIFFICULTIES FOR HIM .

	

HE WAS, HOWEVER, READ Y

TO TALK WITH INDIA REGARDING A QTE LINE OF PEACE UNQTE WH IC

H MIGHT, IN DUE TIME, LEAD TO A RESOLUTION OF THE LON

G STANDING KASHMIR PROBLEM . HE ENVISAGED THAT ACCEPTANCE O F

SUCH A QTE LINE OF PEACE UNQTE, COULD BE FOLLOWED, FO R

EXAMPLE, WITHIN FAIRLY SHORT ORDER BY THE REESTABLISHMEN T

OF SOME TRADE AND TRAVEL LINKS WITH INDIA . HE REFERRE D,

MEANWHILE, TO THE RETURN OF PAK POWS'AS MATTER OF HIGH

PRIORITY .

4.	 I ALLUDED AT THAT POINT TO BHUTTO' S LATEST MESSAGE TO ,

PRES NIXON WHICH I NOTED HAD NOT INCLUDED ANY REFERENC E

TO BHUTTO'S DESIRE FOR PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE WITH INDI A
SUCH AS HE HAD EXPRESSED IN HIS MEETINGS IN WASH ING TO N

LAST DECEMBER . BHUTTO REMARKED THAT MY CONCERN O N THI S

POINT HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION. HE WANTED TO ASSUR E

ME THAT THERE WAS NO CHANGE IN HIS COMMITMENT TO SEEK A
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PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WITH INDIA . HE HAD SENT A SIMILA R
MESSAGE TO CHINESE LEADERS PRIOR TO PRES NIXO N'S ARRIVAL.
HE WOULD NOT HAVE WANTED TO SEND ONE KIND OF MESSAGE T O
CHINESE AND ANOTHER TO PRES NIXON . CONCERNS HE HAD EXPRESSE D
IN MESSAGE WERE REAL BUT SO WAS HIS DESIRE FOR PEAC E.
SOBER
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